POSITIVE ADOPTION LANGUAGE

The way we talk and the words we choose say a lot about what we
think and value. When we use positive adoption language, we
encourage and respect everyone involved in adoption, from the
birth parents to adoptive parents, and most importantly, the child.
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Real parent

Own child

Orphan

Orphanage

Unwanted child/Abandoned child

Give up/Abandon/Leave/
Didn’t want

Keep a child
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Birth parent/Biological parent/
Parent

Birth child/Biological child

Child waiting for a family

Child Care Home/First home

Unplanned child/Unexpected child

Choose adoption for a child/
Make an adoption plan

Parent a child

Ask questions in a way that helps to support and respect adoptive families!

Where are your child’s real
parents?

Why was your child given
up by his birth parents?

Does your child know
he/she is adopted?

Couldn’t you have your
own children?
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Congratulations on welcoming
a new child into your family!

You have a lovely family!

How can | support you as a
parent?

| am interested to learn about your
adoption journey. Would you mind
sharing it with me?

Mother’s Choice
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