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1,000 WAITING CHILDREN

Needing a safe, Lloving and temporary home
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Find Out Morein
Our Foster Care
Info Sessions

In-Person:

May 17, 2024 (Friday)
Cantonese session:
11.30am-12.30pm
English session:
1.00pm-2.00pm.
Mother’s Choice
Units A & H,
21/F Legend Tower,
7 Shing Yip Street,
Kwun Tong, Kowloon

Via Zoom:

June 21, 2024 (Friday)
Cantonese session:
11.30am-12.30pm

English session
1.00pm-2.00pm.

In: .
reEE
=154 b

\\

\

’ : PN
- — .
_k ( o ~3

Hong Kong's Child Protection Crisis

Hong Kong is facing a child protection crisis, with levels of child abuse, neglect and
exploitation on the rise over recent years. There has also been an alarming increase in the
numbers of families turning to long-term institutional care for their children.

Social isolation is fueling the child protection crisis. Because when families are isolated
and do not have a strong support network, when they face a problem it can quickly
become a crisis. The children of these families are the most at risk for neglect, abuse, and
abandonment, and are often referred to the residential care system — including foster care,
orphanages, and small group homes. Once children go into the ‘system’, they often remain
there for years or even their entire childhoods without the love and security of a forever
family. The longer children stay in the system without family, the more likely they are to be
incarcerated, have addiction issues, drop out of school, have physical and mental health
problems, become homeless, and if they are a girl, they are the most likely to face a crisis
pregnancy in their teen years. These young girls become parents who do not have a family
or community around them to support them, and so their children often end up in the
system too. It is a vicious intergenerational cycle — but the cycle is broken when we help
children and young mothers grow up in safe, loving, and permanent families.

There are currently ~4,500 children in residential care system in Hong Kong, and more
than 1,000 children on the waitlist around the city who are in unsafe homes or in hospitals
and need a place to stay while they wait for a forever family. Hong Kong is facing a
massive shortage of foster homes to help care for these children in a loving and safe
environment.
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What is Foster Care?

Foster care provides a temporary family setting and care
to children under 18 years of age whose parents cannot
adequately take care of them so that they may continue
to enjoy family life until they are able to reach
“permanency”, be it by re-uniting with their birth family,
joining an adoptive family or living independently. The
benefit of a family setting in foster care is known to lead
to better outcomes for children than those living in
residential institutions.

Why do some children need foster
care?

Children enter foster care due to various reasons like
domestic violence, parental drug use, or mental illness,
impacting their family's ability to care for them. Some have
experienced abuse or neglect. Others have special needs
or emotional problems. Foster children, of different ages
and backgrounds, require a nurturing home until they find
a permanent family, providing safety and support during
their separation.
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About Mother’'s Choice

For more than 37 years, Mother’s Choice has served children
without families and pregnant teenagers in Hong Kong. Though the
original service was to provide loving and non-judgmental support
to young pregnant girls who have nowhere else to turn, the
cofounders realized quickly that we also needed to be a champion

for children and a voice for them to be in a family.

Today, our goal is more important than ever - to see Hong Kong’s
most vulnerable children in a safe, loving, and permanent family as
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What are Mother's Choice foster
care programs?

Mother’s Choice runs two foster care programs:

Mother's Choice, one of 11 agencies in Hong Kong,
operates a program funded by the Social Welfare
Department. The program is called Ordinary Foster Care
(OFC) and offers financial assistance and a loving home
for children who need long-term care while waiting for
reunification or adoption. Children can attend school, have
regular visits with their parents, and stay with foster
families for several years.

Since 2016, Mother's Choice has run Project Bridge, an
alternate foster care program focused on providing safe,
temporary care for children awaiting reunification or
adoption. The program aims to:

« Shorten the time children spend in care and achieve
permanency faster by implementing best practices.

« It recruits, trains, and supports volunteer families,
matches them with children based on their strengths,
provides buddy partner families for support, and offers
early intervention services.

» Project Bridge aims to inspire communities to support
vulnerable children and help them find loving and
permanent families.

Support for foster parents?
» Professional Support
» Foster Care Allowance or Reimbursement

» Respite Care Support

Meet Some of Our
Foster Families!

quickly as possible, be it reunited with their birth family, or joining

an adoptive family.
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Mother’s Choice

Contact Us

® 23135648
© foster@motherschoice.org


tel:+85223135648
mailto:foster@motherschoice.org

